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3D Printing: hype or real benefit  

Launch of the firs fully 

functional elastic material in 

3D Printing - TPU 92A 
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Design by Iris van Herpen and Julia 

Koerner, Voltage Show, Paris, 

January 2013 



  

About Materialise  

ÅStarted in 1990 

ÅTechnology company 

ÅLeaders in the field of AM 

ÅHQ in Belgium, offices all over the world 

ÅWorldwide more then 850 employees  
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A growth future for the AM industry in Flanders  
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Currently strong industry 

Industrial activities, but limited 

Research level 

STREAM domains 

About Stream: Structural Engineering 

Materials Through Additive Manufacturing 



  

3 Core Competences 

Factory for 3D Printing 

 

 

 

Digital CAD 

 

 

 

Medical Image Based Engineering and 

Manufacturing 
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Software for 
Additive 
Manufacturing 

i.materialise 

.MGX 

Additive 
Manufacturing

Solutions 

Biomedical 
Engineering 

Cranio-Maxillo 
Facial 

RapidFit+ 

Orthopaedics 

The Materialise Group 

Additive 
Manufacturing 

Engineering Digital CAD 



  

Real benefits of 3D Printing  

Make small 

series possible 

Avoid investment 

in manufacturing 

tools 

Shorten time to 

market 

Reduce carbon 

footprint 

Surpass todayôs design limitations 

Solve complex design problems 
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Real benefits of 3D Printing 
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When you have 

limited space 

When you need to 

transport air, water, 

heat 

When product 

complexity is high 

When you need to 

integrate functionality 

Surpass todayôs design limitations 5 
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